
CIVIC ENGAGEMENT
OPPORTUNITIES 

The eighth annual Get Engaged: Student Action and Youth Leadership Conference brings together undergraduate
students to strengthen a global network of leaders and innovators who are working with community partners to
develop solutions to local and global challenges.  The conference exposes students to a wide range of ideas and
experiences to help them lead community-based projects more effectively. The Get Engaged conference is a venue for
sharing experiences, learning new skills, honing leadership styles, and networking with international peers. The
conference helps students grow a network of change agents who are actively using the liberal arts as a tool to
develop solutions to challenges in their communities. LEARN MORE.

Application and Deadline: Spring Semester | Conference: April/Spring Semester
Get Engaged Conference

Eligibility: Students at all OSUN Partner Campuses 
Project Contact: Sarah deVeer (sdeveer@bard.edu), Zarlasht Sarmast (zarsarmast@gmail.com)

STUDENT OPPORTUNITIES

Global Fellows are undergraduate students across the
Open Society University Network and Bard International
Network who help students conceptualize and produce
civic engagement projects. Global Engagement Fellows
promote and coordinate thematic civic engagement
projects across the Open Society University Network.
Selected fellows have developed and sustained a civic
engagement project and demonstrated leadership skills
and a desire and aptitude for working with others.
Applications for new fellowships open in Spring 2021.
For more information, watch this video, created by our
2020-21 Cohort.

Application and Deadline: Spring Semester
Global Fellows Program

Eligibility: Get Engaged Conference Participants
Project Contact: Zarlasht Sarmast (zarsarmast@gmail.com)

The Open Society University Network invites applications
for funding for campus and community-based projects for
up to $750. Microgrants fund student-led civic engagement
projects throughout the network. 

Application and Deadline: Fall/Spring Semester
MicroGrants

Eligibility: Round 1 - Students at all OSUN Partner Campuses; 
Round 2 - Get Engaged attendees only
Project Contact: Zarlasht Sarmast (zarsarmast@gmail.com)

https://opensocietyuniversitynetwork.org/civic-engagement/students/get-engaged/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m95LCBmV6Wo&feature=youtu.be


Engaged Senior Projects are student research projects that fulfill a requirement on campuses that require a senior or
capstone project. Student microgrants are available to support student research that is centered on a question that
emerges from a community engagement activity or experience, or that is conducted in collaboration with a
community partner.

Application and Deadlines: April (Spring Semester), October (Fall Semester)
Engaged Senior Project

Eligibility: Students at all OSUN Partner Campuses, pending advisor approval
Project Contact: Erin Cannan (cannan@bard.edu)

The Certificate in Civic Engagement will provide a structured path for students to merge curricular and co-curricular
civic pursuits and to deepen their knowledge and understanding of civic engagement. The Certificate in Civic
Engagement is under development as a pilot program at Bard College and will be launched in collaboration with
interested OSUN institutions beginning academic year 2021-22. Visit the FAQ’s for additional information.

Application and Deadline: Fall and Spring Semesters
Certificate in Civic Engagement

Eligibility: Currently open to Bard College students with plans for expansion across OSUN partner campuses in 2021-2022
Academic advisor approval required.
Project Contact: Bonnie Goad (bgoad@bard.edu), Brian Mateo (bmateo@bard.edu)

Each summer, approximately 40 students across the Open Society University Network and the Bard International
Network apply for and receive Community Action Awards (CAA). Community Action Awards aim to support student
efforts to engage with communities locally, nationally, and internationally by providing funding for participation in
unpaid or underpaid internships that address different issues impacting people around the world. 

Application: Winter/Spring Semester | Deadline: Rolling deadline
Community Action Awards

Eligibility: Students at all OSUN Partner Campuses
Project Contact: Sarah deVeer (sdeveer@bard.edu), Erin Cannan (cannan@bard.edu)

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1BmIOVD0rUqHQWC8VaIHQEGq0IaXc1Kmb/view


INSTITUTIONAL OPPORTUNITIES

OSUN is offering institutional grants through the Bard Center for Civic Engagement to build the capacity of student-
led start-up initiatives that have the potential to become long-term institutional program initiatives focused on
addressing an identified community need. Initiatives can include student-driven community partnerships, social
innovation incubator projects, or student-led big ideas that demonstrate promise for long-term impact. Grants are for
$15,000 USD for a one-year period. Initiatives for consideration should be led by students preparing to graduate in
2021. Learn more HERE.

Application and Deadline: Spring 
Community Innovation Hubs - Institutional Community Engagement Grants

Eligibility: All OSUN Partner Campuses 
Project Contact: Erin Cannan (cannan@bard.edu), Bonnie Goad (bgoad@bard.edu)

OSUN seeks to support faculty members across the network to develop courses that connect student’s classroom
experiences with the community to enhance learning and promote active citizenship. Proposals are invited from
faculty across the network to design and support courses, which contain an element of community work, called the
Engaged Liberal Arts and Sciences (ELAS).

Application: Opens Spring

Engaged Liberal Arts and Sciences (ELAS) Community Based Learning - Course
Development Grants

Eligibility: Faculty at all OSUN Partner Campuses
Project Contact: Erin Cannan (cannan@bard.edu)

The OSUN Engaged Research Fund invites applications for funding and research support for graduate students and
faculty at OSUN partner institutions who are working to develop long-term, sustainable community partnerships as a
central part of their research with a goal to develop shared knowledge about issues that align with OSUN priorities
and themes. Full details can be found HERE.

Application and Deadline: Spring
Engaged Research Fund

Eligibility: Faculty and Graduate Students at all OSUN Partner Campuses
Project Contact: Erin Cannan (cannan@bard.edu), Caitlin O'Donnell (codonnel@bard.edu)

https://opensocietyuniversitynetwork.org/opportunities/community-innovation-hubs-institutional-community-engagement-grants
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ihQORjTwB8axRrnTVcMv95hEQGM5cTN1/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ihQORjTwB8axRrnTVcMv95hEQGM5cTN1/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ihQORjTwB8axRrnTVcMv95hEQGM5cTN1/view
https://opensocietyuniversitynetwork.org/resources/engaged-research-fund-2021-centering-community-voices-in-research

