ESL TUTORS’ WORKSHOP # 4 — PREPOSITIONS

OUTLINE:

1. What are the basic parts of speech?

2. What is a preposition?

3. Why are they so difficult to learn in English? (no rules/verb/noun+prep.
varies)

4. How can | avoid using a preposition in a sentence if | don’t know it? (“trick”)

5. Focus on “in/in the/on/at/0” (there are some “rules” that can be helpful)

1. BASIC PARTS OF SPEECH:

-ask them if they are familiar with the English terms and ask them to tell
you what they mean (not only if they know what it is):

Noun

Verb

Adjective

Adverb

Preposition

Article

2. “PRE”+ “POSITION”: it tells the position of something
-ask the student to give lots of examples (in, on, at, behind, in front of,

above, below, beside, along, under, through, past, etc.)

- think of a beehive and the sentence “The bee flew the

beehive”. (any word that fits into this blank is a preposition)




- they can also include words that are not as obviously viewed as a
“position” (of, from, about, for, with, etc.), which can be confusing!

3. They are so difficult to learn because:
a. There are not many clearly defined rules (or you might say there are
too many...meaning that every situation has a different rule!)
Example: cities = in //// other places might be “in” or “at”
b. Many words in English are always followed by a preposition and it
varies so much too!

Listen + to Prepare + for Give + up
Think + about Get married + to Give +in
Vote + for Deal + with Give + away
Believe + in Break + up Give + to
Depend + on Run + into etc. 11T

*really, there are no RULES, but some kinds of “guidelines” or logical ways
of guessing which may work or may not (for example, students usually want
to say “get married with someone” and it makes sense, but it’s not correct,
so they just have to memorize the correct answer...it is logical in a way, but

so is “with”, so it’s confusing!!!!

4. To “solve” this problem (above), there are a few things you can do:

a. Just plod along and memorize them as much as you can by practice
with a lot of speaking, writing, and listening, etc.....a very slow
process....

b. Do that and ALSO learn a few basic guidelines that do exist about
some of the prepositions (see examples from this packet/ask Denise)

c. Do both of those things, but IF IN DOUBT and you have to choose
something (you have no choice!), SUBSTITUTE THE WORD “BECAUSE”

Example: | carved my name into the rock.
Change: | carved my name BECAUSE | wanted people to see it in the rock.

Example: They wandered around the countryside near their house.



Change: They wandered BECAUSE they wanted to enjoy the countryside near
their house.

Example: They got married to each other last year.

Change: They got married, .BECAUSE they loved each other, last year.

Example: We voted for Obama in the last election.

Change: We voted BECAUSE there was an election and our choice was Obama.
Example: He cheated on his girlfriend so many times.

Change: He cheated ,BECAUSE he was interested in another girl, so many times.
Example: | bet on a horse, but | lost my money.

Change: | bet BECAUSE | thought the race horse would win the race, but | lost my

money.

BUT: It’'s not always possible (like with 2 word verbs/idioms).
Example: | gave up smoking last week.
| gave BECAUSE..... (doesn’t make any sense...you NEED “up”))
Example: | ran into my friend downtown.
Change: | ran BECAUSE.....

5. FOCUSING ON: (THERE ARE SOME “RULES”THAT CAN BE VERY

HELPFUL):
A. Have them guess the answers to the practice sheet (1) (with the
sentence “It happened ")

B. Talk about whether the following have more of a feeling of a “POINT IN
TIME/EXACT AREA” or more a feeling of “LONGER TIME/ LARGER AREA”
IN
IN THE
ON
AT
0 (this means no preposition)

/\
()



C.

Look at the practice sheet (with the sentence “ It happened ) and
discuss the answers they would guess according to what they now have
discussed about a specific point/area or a longer time/wider area.

Look at the “rules” chart (2)and discuss the categories, especially the “0”
category (when no preposition is used.

Discuss the difference between two sentences:

| work at the supermarket.

b. | went to the supermarket.

| live on Main Street

b. | drove to Main Street

o

o 0o T o

G.

| drove on Main Street

| rented an apartment in Sao Paolo.
| flew to Sao Paolo.

| walked to Sao Paolo

| walked in Sao Paolo

Look at the chart with “rules” about moving verbs with places (3)

TO
TO THE *discuss the use of “to + the” (story about a town)
0 (means no preposition) *discuss no preposition (reasons are the same

as non-moving verbs)

Practice thinking about MOVING and NON-MOVING verbs (remember,

this rule applies to places only, not times)

*sometimes verbs can be both

MOVING NON-MOVING BOTH

Go laugh drive

come Work swim *arrive?
sit fly
sleep travel

read walk




*Look at the practice sheet (4) to think about making different kinds of

sentences with different meanings depending on the kind of verb you use.

TO IN (THE)
TO THE ON
0 (this means no preposition) AT

0

H. Have them do a practice paragraph (5) with both moving and
non-moving verbs to seal what has been learned.




© |
1+t happer\edwc

Choose: AT - ON - IN - INTHE - 0

PREPOSITIONS:

\ Monday 1‘3/_______ Davie Street
9\' afternoon ” o 669 Davie St.
) Monday afternoon (/7 Seoul
U today (}( ~ Kazakhstan
5 715 ’
Ky _ downtown
Q? May |
jr May 27 Q O school
% May 27, 1999 ;2 \ your house
T 1999 Na) home
lo noon N there
- A
/] Von’s (supermarket)
/ @\ morning
/ A, yesterday morning
/ L7l last Sunday

| _




Structure

Prepositions

Time and Location

]
669 Davie Street Davie Street | Vancouver West/East End downtown
noon Monday(s) morning every day
midnight Tuesday, etc. afternoon today
night Monday morning evening yesterday
2:30 Monday afternoor daytime this morning
7:15 Monday evening this afternoon
this evening
yesterday
morning
May 22, 1974 May last night
June 16, 1975 June last weekend
September 16 Sept. last Sunday
1974
1975
669 Davie Street Davie Street Vancouver | West/East End downtown
Eaton's /Ai/stofg\‘\
C.P. Air a company \
B.C. Tel an office |
Safeway a super— |
market /
V.C.C. a school
St. Paul's Hospi- a hospitai

tal »\//
z
EZ\) s
\xm“ﬁ\“___sz//fjf/c5 Lj;{V“
3

Directions: Fill in the blanks with one of the prepositions above where

necessary-.
E.g. 1. Chris and Sassa live in North Vancouver.

2. Rosa works Safeway.

3. She works Denny's Restaurant,
4.. I go to school v.c.c. '"VIC

5. Maria came to Canada January of this year.

6. We eat lunch noon.

7. Is V.C.C. 2750 Oak Street?
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West End.

-




Amtmorass

10.

ll o
12‘9 K

13..

14.

15.

Structure

Prepositions

Time and Location

Vincent watches T.V.
I was born
I was born
I was born
I was born

She begins school

midnight.

Hungary.

July 31, 1950.

July.

1950.

6:45

Mondays, I am tired.

I eat rice

I'd like tc eat

I will drive to work
Did you phone me
Where did you go

I start work

every day.

8:30

a restaurant

today.

last night?

last weekend?

39

morning.

evening.

East End.




Structure )/

Prepositions i

(with go and came)

no article to only to the
no preposition

home bed bank

downtown Jjail supermarket

abroad church park

overseas - school store

here work specific mountains,

valleys, rivers, etc.

there 7 Italy

inside Philippines, U.S.S.R.,

upstairs all countries U.A.R., Ukraine,
except——————)

downstairs Yukon, U.S.A., Northwest

Territories and other

Directions: Fill in the blanks with prepositions if necessary.
E.g. 1. I'm going home now. (no preposition necessary)
E.g. 2. Sue went to bed at 10:00.

3. We came Canada in 1980.

4. Are you going . inside now?

S. Bob comes here every day.

6. Last year I went L U.S. A.

7. My father is coming home soon.

8. I'm going bank after school. -
9. The children go upstairs at night.

10. Soo Hing went China for a holiday.

s, GSSER SO sESE RSN B OB oo QB 0 O BSW GRBm RN @ e
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(4)

MOVING VERBS (list 20): NON-MOVING VERBS (list 20):
SENTENCES:
621 East Street: 621 East Street:
1. 1.
Home: home:
2. 2.
Downtown: downtown:
3z 3.
There: there:
4. 4.
Mountains: mountains:
5. 5.
Oak Street: Oak Street:
6. 6.
United States: United States:
7. 7.
Bank: bank:
8. 8.
Supermarket supermarket:
9. 9.
Lake lake:

10. ’ 10.




PREPOSITIONS: | 6

Ilive ____ Young St. Actudlly, I live 226 Young
Street. If's _____ Korea _____ Pusan City. I love to go
_____mountains! I work ____ a university as a teacher. I
take the bus ___ work every day ____ 8:00am
_____morning. My boss lives ____U.S., but he also has a
house ____here. He always goes _____ overseas on the
weekend. ____ last Saturday, I went park. Sometimes
Igo___ library or _____bank. _____ this weekend, I'm going
to meet my friend __my house. I said, ™ Come ____home
with me and relax _____ there.” __ that night, we are
going to go _____downtown and when we arrive _____the movie
theater, we'll talk about my birthday. It's _____ July. It's
___ Sunday. Actually, it's ___ Sunday, July 6™. Well,
it's ____ Sunday, July 6™, 2004. Oh, I have to say good-
bye because I don't want to go _____bed _____ tonight
_____midnight! I love to write ______ night. this evening,
I am enjoying myself, but it's not good to stay up too late
_____evening!




extyou
)l oCAtCe

» PREPOSITIONS:
—_— N -

I wasborn _ July. Well, __ July 10™ 1988. TI’ll tell you about the day I traveled

__Taipei for the first time by train. Ilive  U.S.A. Actually, I live LA WellI

really live_ Freemont Street. Specifically, Ilive 2275 Freemont St. Ilove studying
__CalstateLA! Isit __my class and think about what it would be like to live __Taipei.

Well, the day I arrived__the airport_Taipei, I saw my friend waiting for me _the seating

area inside the airport. Iran__my friend and told her I wanted to go __home right away.

I mean, _house (my friend’s).She told me that she could take me__downtown first, but I ’
said I was too tired to go__there now. We left the airport __7:30 and

drove__home__night (__midnight). Itold her I wanted to getup_ 7:30 _ morning
and__8:00am__the next morning. __the next day_library __Taipei, I read a book about

mountains. I wanted to go__mountains and I wanted to relax beach. We did and: it was
wondegful! ' e




e ‘,Y(?L Ch e

Prepositions/Quesfioanords

Directions: Make a question and ask your partner.

E.g. 1.

I ‘ 5.

“\ 10.

Where were you born? (city, country)

I was born in Tokyo, Japan.

were you born? (date)

did you come to Canada? (month, year)

do you live? (address, city)

is your house? (street)

do you work now? (place: e.g. factory, restaurant, etc.’

did you work before? (place)

do you start work every day? (time: morning, afternoon,
evening)

do you finish work? (time: morning, afternoon, evening)

do you do at night? (read, watch T.V., etc.)
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