
Alternative Essay Prompts 

Please select and respond to one of the essay questions below. Your essay should be in Times New 

Roman font, 12 point, and double-spaced. The length of the essay should be from 2 to 3 pages. 

Please upload the completed essay directly to your application. 

 

1. Smoke and flames play an important symbolic role in the film Citizen Kane (dir. Orson Welles, 

1941). Select three memorable scenes of your choice from the film. What might fire or smoke 

signify at these points in the film? How are flames or smoke visualized (or not visualized)? What 

moral connotations might fire and smoke convey in these scenes and in the film as a whole? 

 

2. In his work "The Social Contract," Jean-Jacques Rousseau identifies and categorizes three 

primary modes of governance: Democracy, Aristocracy, and Monarchy. Yet he writes: "If there 

were a nation of gods, it would be governed democratically. So perfect a government is unsuited 

to men" (68). Do you agree with this statement? Is it possible to have democracy in any given 

nation, no matter its size? Develop an argument in response to this question, drawing directly 

from the text. 

 

3. Please read Chapter 1 of "Freakonomics" by Steven D. Levitt and based on the text, consider the 

following question: Is it possible to be an altruist or are all human actions, including the charitable 

ones, a result of social, moral or economic incentives? Your response should engage with the text, 

but you are welcome to include examples from current events, personal experience and other 

sources to support your argumentation. 

 




































































