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This course provides students with a broad overview of women’s struggles for 
liberation from the global patterns of masculine domination. Following a brief 
overview of first wave feminism, the bulk of the course engages students with 
second wave feminism—including, the critical appropriations and contestations of 
marxism, structuralism & psychoanalysis characteristic of post '68 feminist 
theory—post-structuralist theories of sexual difference, écriture féminine, 70s 
debates surrounding the NOW & ERA movements, and turning at the end of the 
course to the issues of race & class at the center of third wave feminism. While 
serving as a survey of the major developments in feminist theoretical discourse, 
the course is framed from a global human rights perspective, always mindful of 
issues ranging from suffrage, property rights & Equal Pay, to forced marriage, 
reproductive rights & maternal mortality, female genital mutilation, sex-trafficking, 
& prostitution, to coeducation, Lesbian, & Transgender rights. Readings may 
include texts ranging from Wollstonecraft, Stopes & Fuller, to Beauvoir, Friedan, 
Solanas, Koedt, Dworkin, Duggan, MacKinnon, & Allison (the "Feminist Sex 
Wars"), to Rubin, Wittig, De Lauretis, Traub, Irigaray, Kristeva, Cixous, Butler, 
Walker, Baumgardner, Richards, Moraga, Andalzùa, et al. Class size: 20 
 


