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What difference can fiction make in struggles for rights and justice? And what 
can this effort to represent injustice, suffering, or resistance tell us about about 
fiction and literature? This course will focus on a wide  range of fictions, from a 
variety of writers with different  backgrounds, that tell unusual stories about the 
rights of  individuals and communities to justice. We will read novels addressing 
human migration, injustices committed in the name of the  state against a 
minority, and the harsh conditions under which some  communities operate as 
part of their survival strategy, among other  topics. We will look at the ways in 
which literary forms can allow universalizing claims to be made, exploring how 
racism, disenfranchisement, poverty, and lack of access to education and  health 
care, for instance, can affect the dignity of all humans.. We will also watch a 
number of films based on the novels.  

 


