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1. Philosophy

Immanuel Kant “What is Enlightenment?” (1784) 1
Friedrich Nietzsche “On Truth and Lying in an Extramoral Sense” (1873) 4
Frantz Fanon 11

from Black Skin White Masks (1952)

Ludwig Wittgenstein 18
from Philosophical Investigations (1953)

Judith Butler “Subjects of Sex/Gender/Desire” 25
from Gender Trouble (1990)

Susan Sontag 48
from Regarding the Pain of Others (2003)

2. Reportage

Ryszard Kapuscinski 51
from Imperium (1993)

Svetlana Alexievich 60
from Voices from Chernobyl (2006)

3. Essays and Critical Studies

James Baldwin “Stranger in the Village” (1955) and “The Discovery 63
of What it Means to Be an American” (1959)

Hannah Arendt “Truth and Politics” (1967) 72

Edward Said “Movements & Migrations” (1994) 92
from Culture & Imperialism

bell hooks “Language: Teaching New Worlds/New Words” (1994) 98
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Kwame Anthony Appiah “Making Conversation” (2006) 101
from Cosmopolitanism: Ethics in a World of Strangers

Sherry Turkle “Diary” (2006) 107
Nawal El Saadawi “How to Write and Why” (2008) 115
Hito Steyerl “In Free Fall: A Thought Experiment on Vertical Perspective” (2011) 117
Bruno Latour “Agency at the time of the Anthropocene” (2014) 128
Judith Butler “Precariousness and Grievability—When Is Life Grievable?” (2015) 138
Claudia Rankine “The Condition of Black Life is One of Mourning” (2015) 143
Sarah Ahmed “Feminism is Sensational” (2017) 147

from Living a Feminist Life

Elizabeth Kolbert “How to write about a vanishing world” (2018) 158

4. Manifestos, Letters, Declarations

Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels “The Communist Manifesto” (1848) 166
ee cummings Introduction from Collected Poems (1938) 174
United Nations General Assembly “Universal Declaration of Human Rights” (1948) 176
Aldous Huxley Preface to Collected Essays (1959) 180
Martin Luther King, Jr. “Letter from a Birmingham Jail” (1963) 182
Sol LeWitt “Paragraphs on Conceptual Art” (1967) 187
Rajeev Balasubramanyam “A Short Description of Cultural Appropriation for 190

Non-Believers” (2017)

5. Interviews, Speeches, Memoirs

Sean O’Casey 191
from | Knock at the Door (1939)

Audre Lorde “The Transformation of Silence into Language and Action” (1977) 197
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Rebecca Solnit 200
from Wanderlust (2001)

Dina Nayeri “The ungrateful refugee: ‘We have no debt to repay’” (2017) 213

Karl M. von der Heyden 218
from Surviving Berlin (2017)

Patti Smith 223
from M Train (2015)

6. Fiction, Poetry, Drama
Heinrich von Kleist “The Earthquake in Chile” (1807) 225

William Wordsworth “Ode: Intimations of Immortality from Recollections 231
of Early Childhood” (1807)

Charlotte Perkins Gilman “The Yellow Wallpaper” (1892) 233
Franz Kafka “Report to an Academy” (1917) “In the Penal Colony” (1919) 242
Alfred Doblin 261

from Berlin Alexanderplatz (1929)

Allen Ginsburg “America” (1956) 274
Wistawa Szymborska “Could Have” (1972) 276
Italo Calvino 277

from Invisible Cities (1972)

Ursula K. Le Guin “The Ones Who Walk Away From Omelas” (1975) 280
Leslie Scalapino “Vessels” (1976) 282
Mahmoud Darwish “The Rose and the Dictionary” (1980) 282
Jamaica Kincaid “Girl” (1982) 283
Rosmarie Waldrop “Alarms & Excursions” (1989) 284
Junot Diaz “No Face” 298

from Drown (1997)
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2.Z. Packer “Brownies” 302
from Drinking Coffee Elsewhere (2003)

Fred Moten [Statement in Opposition] (2010) 318
Anne Carson “The ‘Ode to Man’ From Sophocles’ Antigone” (2010) 319
Lydia Davis 320

from The Collected Stories of Lydia Davis (2010)

Teju Cole 327
from Open City (2011)



