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NEH Instructions for the Project Budget (Research and Related 
Budget Form) 
Applicants must submit a project budget using the Research and Related Budget Form found in 
the Grants.gov application package, and attach a Budget Justification in section L of this form. 
 
Complete a separate detailed budget for each year of the period of performance requested.  You 
must round to the nearest whole dollar amount in all dollar fields.  The form will generate a 
cumulative budget for the period of performance. 
 
Required fields are indicated in yellow.   
 
All of the items listed, whether supported by NEH funds or required cost sharing contributions 
(if applicable), must be reasonable, necessary to accomplish project objectives, allowable in 
terms of 2 CFR 200 Subpart E - Cost Principles, auditable, and incurred during the period of 
performance.  See the property and procurement standards set forth in 2 CFR 200 Subpart D.  
All costs are subject to audit, record retention and other requirements set forth in 2 CFR 200 
Subpart F. 
 
The inclusion of a cost category on the Research and Related Budget Form does not 
automatically indicate that an expense is allowable in this program.  See section D6. Funding 
Restrictions for a list of unallowable costs.  Carefully review these instructions to ensure that 
costs are not disallowed. 
 
When indirect costs are charged to the project, ensure that expenses included in the 
organization's indirect cost pool are not charged to the project as direct costs.  For further 
information, see the Indirect Costs section below. 

Introductory Fields 
If not pre-populated, indicate your organization’s D-U-N-S® number, the name of your 
organization, and the period of performance start and end dates.  The period of performance 
start and end dates should be the same as your SF-424 Short Organizational form.  Check 
“Project” for budget type. 

Section A. Senior/Key Person 
Include the names of the project director and other senior/key persons who are employed by the 
applicant organization and who are involved in the project. 
 
Indicate the name and project role of each senior/key person.  Enter the annual compensation 
and identify the number of months the senior/key person will devote to the project in the 
applicable box (i.e., calendar, academic, summer).  Use either calendar months OR a 
combination of academic and summer months. 
 
If the level of effort does not change throughout the year, you may use only the calendar months 
column.  You may use both the academic and summer months columns if your institutional 
business process requires noting each separately even if effort remains constant.  If effort varies 
between academic and summer months, leave the calendar months column blank and use only 
the academic and summer months columns.  If your institution does not use a 9-month 
academic year or a 3-month summer period, indicate your institution's definition of these in 
Section L. Budget Justification. 
 
Regardless of the number of months being devoted to the project, indicate the salary and 
amount of fringe benefits being requested for the senior/key person.  Per 2 CFR §200.431, fringe 

https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=3aeab4e3a836f5b6807999701e518c94&amp;mc=true&amp;node=pt2.1.200&amp;rgn=div5&amp;sp2.1.200.e
https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=3aeab4e3a836f5b6807999701e518c94&amp;mc=true&amp;node=pt2.1.200&amp;rgn=div5&amp;sp2.1.200.e
https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=2262ad9c20e9d3a49f2c569c773c8aa1&mc=true&node=pt2.1.200&rgn=div5#sp2.1.200.d
https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=686905e3d7f57006ca9c74e5515eea78&mc=true&node=pt2.1.200&rgn=div5#sp2.1.200.f
https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=686905e3d7f57006ca9c74e5515eea78&mc=true&node=pt2.1.200&rgn=div5#sp2.1.200.f
https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=35fcd29238edd42c8b1f8b1628e39d47&mc=true&node=pt2.1.200&rgn=div5#se2.1.200_1431
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benefits are allowances and services provided by employers to their employees as compensation 
in addition to regular salaries and wages.  Fringe benefits include, but are not limited to, the 
costs of leave (vacation, family-related, sick or military), employee insurance, pensions, and 
unemployment benefit plans.  The sum of requested salary and fringe benefits will automatically 
calculate for each senior/key person. 
 
The form can accommodate up to eight senior/key persons.  If you are requesting funds for 
more senior/key persons than the form allows, you must include an attachment listing the 
additional senior/key person(s) in the "Additional Senior/Key Persons" field.  Use the same 
format as the budget form and include all the information identified in this section.  If you have 
attached a file with additional senior/key persons, enter the total funds requested for everyone 
listed in the attachment in the "Total Funds requested for all Senior/Key Persons in the attached 
file" field. 
 
All salaries and wages claimed must be in compliance with 2 CFR §§200.430 and 466.  All fringe 
benefits claimed must be in compliance with 2 CFR §200.431. 
 
Do not list details of collaborators at other institutions or consultants here, as they will be 
included in Section F. Other Direct Costs. 

Section B. Other Personnel 
For each project role category described below, identify the number of personnel proposed, the 
total number of months, the total salary, and total fringe requested as described in Section A. 
Senior/Key Person.  Totals will be automatically calculated. 

Post-doctoral associates, graduate students, and undergraduate students 
For programs that allow students costs 
For all post-doctoral associates, graduate students, and undergraduate students, individually list 
names, roles, associated months, and requested salary and fringe benefits in Section L. Budget 
Justification.   
 
If applicable, include charges for tuition remission and other forms of compensation paid to students as, 
or in lieu of, salaries and wages.  Such costs are subject to the reporting requirements in 2 CFR 
§§200.430 Compensation—personal services, and must be treated as direct or indirect cost in 
accordance with the actual work being performed.  Tuition remission may be charged on an average rate 
basis. 

Secretarial/Clerical 
In most circumstances, the salaries of administrative, secretarial, or clerical staff at educational 
institutions and nonprofit organizations are included as part of indirect costs (Section H. 
Indirect Costs).  However, examples of situations where direct charging of administrative or 
clerical staff salaries may be appropriate may be found at 2 CFR §200.413 (c). 
 
Inclusion of such costs may be appropriate only if all of the following conditions are met: 
 

1. Administrative or clerical services are directly involved in a project or activity (for 
example, a project coordinator) 

2. Individuals involved can be specifically identified with the project or activity 
3. Such costs are explicitly included in the budget or have prior written approval of the 

federal awarding agency 
4. The costs are not also recovered as indirect costs 

 

https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=35fcd29238edd42c8b1f8b1628e39d47&mc=true&node=pt2.1.200&rgn=div5#se2.1.200_1430
https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=35fcd29238edd42c8b1f8b1628e39d47&mc=true&node=pt2.1.200&rgn=div5#se2.1.200_1466
https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=35fcd29238edd42c8b1f8b1628e39d47&mc=true&node=pt2.1.200&rgn=div5#se2.1.200_1431
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/how-to-apply-application-guide/forms-e/general/g.300-r&r-budget-form.htm#F
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/how-to-apply-application-guide/forms-e/general/g.300-r&r-budget-form.htm#L
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/how-to-apply-application-guide/forms-e/general/g.300-r&r-budget-form.htm#L
https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=35fcd29238edd42c8b1f8b1628e39d47&mc=true&node=pt2.1.200&rgn=div5#se2.1.200_1430
https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=35fcd29238edd42c8b1f8b1628e39d47&mc=true&node=pt2.1.200&rgn=div5#se2.1.200_1430
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/how-to-apply-application-guide/forms-e/general/g.300-r&r-budget-form.htm#H
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/how-to-apply-application-guide/forms-e/general/g.300-r&r-budget-form.htm#H
https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=b76712a585433486e57dafcd521c952e&mc=true&node=pt2.1.200&rgn=div5#se2.1.200_1413
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Requests for direct charging for secretarial/clerical personnel (i.e., administrative and clerical 
staff) must be appropriately justified in Section L. Budget Justification. For all individuals 
classified as secretarial/clerical, provide a justification (in the Budget Justification) 
documenting how they meet all four conditions. NEH may request additional information for 
these positions in order to assess allowability. 

Other Project Roles 
List any additional project role(s) in the blank(s) provided. Identify the number of each 
personnel proposed. 
 
You may include up to six named roles. If you have more than six, you must combine project 
roles here and add an explanation about the named roles in Section L. Budget Justification. 
 
All salaries and wages claimed must be in compliance with 2 CFR §§200.430 and 466.  All fringe 
benefits claimed must be in compliance with 2 CFR §200.431. 
 
Do not list details of collaborators at other institutions or consultants here, as they will be 
included in Section F. Other Direct Costs. 

Section C. Equipment Description 
List each item of equipment to be purchased with Federal funds and its estimated cost 
(including shipping and maintenance), and justify each in Section L. Budget Justification. 
 
Equipment may be purchased for a project if an analysis demonstrates that purchasing is more 
economical and practical than leasing (equipment rental/user fees should be included in the 
budget in F. Other Direct Costs).  Equipment is defined as nonexpendable personal property 
costing $5,000 or more and having a service life of more than one year (unless the organization 
has established a lower level).  See 2 CFR §§200.313 Equipment and 439 Equipment and other 
capital expenditures. 
 
Consistent with Executive Order 13788 (“Buy American and Hire American”), recipients and 
subrecipients who purchase equipment and products costing $10,000 or more per unit with 
grant funds should purchase only American-made equipment and products.  This 
encouragement does not apply to commercial information technology. 
 
You may add up to ten equipment items to this list.  If you request funds for more equipment 
than the form allows, you must include an attachment listing the additional equipment items in 
this "Additional Equipment" field.  Enter the information in a separate file and attach it as a 
PDF.  List each additional item and the funds requested for each individual item.  If you have 
attached a file with additional equipment, enter the total funds requested for all the equipment 
listed in the attachment. 
 
Total equipment costs will be automatically calculated based on the sum of the "Funds 
Requested" column and the "Total funds requested for all equipment listed in the attached file" 
field. 

Section D. Travel 
Enter the total funds requested for both domestic (both local and long-distance) and foreign 
travel.  In Section L. Budget Justification, include the purpose, destination, dates of travel (if 
known), and the names and number of travelers for each trip.  If the dates of travel are not 
known, specify the estimated length of trip (e.g., 3 days).  All trips—both foreign and 
domestic—must be justified individually. 
 

https://grants.nih.gov/grants/how-to-apply-application-guide/forms-e/general/g.300-r&r-budget-form.htm#L
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/how-to-apply-application-guide/forms-e/general/g.300-r&r-budget-form.htm#L
https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=35fcd29238edd42c8b1f8b1628e39d47&mc=true&node=pt2.1.200&rgn=div5#se2.1.200_1430
https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=35fcd29238edd42c8b1f8b1628e39d47&mc=true&node=pt2.1.200&rgn=div5#se2.1.200_1466
https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=35fcd29238edd42c8b1f8b1628e39d47&mc=true&node=pt2.1.200&rgn=div5#se2.1.200_1431
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/how-to-apply-application-guide/forms-e/general/g.300-r&r-budget-form.htm#F
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/how-to-apply-application-guide/forms-e/general/g.300-r&r-budget-form.htm#L
https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=5fbdd231f8b8033a7620f7101a79f2d7&mc=true&node=pt2.1.200&rgn=div5#se2.1.200_1313
https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=5fbdd231f8b8033a7620f7101a79f2d7&mc=true&node=pt2.1.200&rgn=div5#se2.1.200_1439
https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=5fbdd231f8b8033a7620f7101a79f2d7&mc=true&node=pt2.1.200&rgn=div5#se2.1.200_1439
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/presidential-executive-order-buy-american-hire-american/
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/how-to-apply-application-guide/forms-e/general/g.300-r&r-budget-form.htm#L
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For local travel, outline the mileage rate, number of miles, reason for travel and staff 
member/consumers completing the travel.  For long-distance travel, calculate per diem 
amounts for meals and lodging using written institutional policy.  The lowest available 
commercial fares for coach or equivalent accommodations must be used.  Any arrangements 
made on a non-refundable basis are at the recipient’s risk if the travel must be cancelled for any 
reason.  All travel costs claimed must be in compliance with 2 CFR §200.474, and foreign travel 
must comply with article 10 of the General Terms and Conditions for Awards to Organizations. 
 
Total travel costs will automatically calculate based on domestic and foreign travel costs.  Travel 
to Canada and Mexico is considered foreign travel. 

Section E. Participant/Trainee Support Costs 
 
Per 2 CFR §200.75, participant support costs are direct costs for expenses such as stipends, 
travel allowances, subsistence allowances, and registration fees paid to or on behalf of 
participants or trainees (but not employees) in connection with conferences or training projects. 
 
Per 2 CFR §200.432, a conference is defined as a meeting, retreat, seminar, symposium, 
workshop or event whose primary purpose is the dissemination of technical information beyond 
the non-Federal entity and is necessary and reasonable for successful performance under the 
Federal award. 
 
Justify participant support costs in Section L. Budget Justification. 
 
Total participant support costs will be automatically calculated based on the sum of the Funds 
Requested column. 

1. Tuition/Fees/Health Insurance 
Leave this field blank.   

2. Stipends 
List the total funds requested for Participant/Trainee stipends. 

3. Travel 
List the total funds requested for Participant/Trainee travel.  The budget justification should 
name the travelers (if possible) and reflect the travel expenses for each (e.g., roundtrip airfare, 
mileage or public transportation, related parking, etc.).  Any arrangements made on a non-
refundable basis are at the recipient’s risk if the travel must be cancelled for any reason.   

4. Subsistence 

List the total funds requested for Participant/Trainee subsistence.  Subsistence expenses 
include: 

(a) Lodging and service charges; 
(b) Meals, including taxes and tips; and 
(c) Incidental expenses (fees and tips given to porters, baggage carriers, hotel staff, and staff 

on ships). 

5. Other 
Describe any other Participant/Trainee support costs (e.g., local ground transportation to 
various venues, admission fees, bottled water, etc.) and list the total funds requested for all 
other Participant/Trainee costs described. 

https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=35fcd29238edd42c8b1f8b1628e39d47&mc=true&node=pt2.1.200&rgn=div5#se2.1.200_1474
https://www.neh.gov/grants/manage/general-terms-and-conditions-awards-organizations-grants-and-cooperative-agreements-issued-december
https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=35fcd29238edd42c8b1f8b1628e39d47&mc=true&node=pt2.1.200&rgn=div5#se2.1.200_175
https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=b76712a585433486e57dafcd521c952e&mc=true&node=pt2.1.200&rgn=div5#se2.1.200_1432
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/how-to-apply-application-guide/forms-e/general/g.300-r&r-budget-form.htm#L
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Number of Participants/Trainees 
List the total number of proposed Participants/Trainees.  The value of this field cannot exceed 
999. 

Section F. Other Direct Costs 
Total Other Direct Costs will be automatically calculated based on the sum of the Funds 
Requested column. 

1. Materials and Supplies 
List the total funds requested for materials and supplies.  Include the total funds requested for 
materials and supplies to be used in the project costing the lesser of the capitalization level 
established by the applicant or $5,000, regardless of the length of its useful life.  See 2 CFR 
§§200.314 and 453. 
 
In Section L. Budget Justification, indicate general categories, including an amount for each 
category.  Categories with amounts less than $1,000 are not required to be itemized. 

2. Publication Costs 
List the total funds requested for publication costs.  The proposal budget may request funds for 
the costs of documenting, preparing, publishing, or otherwise making available to others, the 
findings and products of the work conducted under the award.  Include supporting information 
in Section L. Budget Justification. 

3. Consultant Services 
List the total funds requested for all consultant services.  Identify the following items in Section 
L. Budget Justification, as applicable: 
 

• each consultant, the services he/she will perform, total number of days, travel costs, and 
the total estimated costs; and 

• persons who are confirmed to serve on external advisory committees to the project. 
Describe the services to be performed. 

 
All consultant fees claimed must be in compliance with 2 CFR §200.459. 

4. Automated Data Processing (ADP)/Computer Services 
List the total funds requested for ADP/computer services.  The cost of the applicant’s computer 
services, including computer-based retrieval of scientific, technical, and education information 
may be requested.  In Section L. Budget Justification, include the established computer service 
rates at the proposing organization, if applicable.  Note:  if such services are provided by a third-
party, list them in Section 5 Subawards/Consortium/Contractual Costs.   
 

5. Subawards/Consortium/Contractual Costs 
List the total funds requested for project activities to be undertaken by third-party 
subrecipients.  This includes subawards and other contractual costs proposed for the project.  A 
complete itemization of the cost comprising the charge should be provided in Section L. Budget 
Justification organized using the same categories present on the Research and Related budget.  
If there is more than one subrecipient, each must be justified separately in the budget 
justification.  See 2 CFR §§200.330 and 331 for additional information. 
 
Note:  per 2 CFR §§200.92 and 330(a), subaward means an award provided by a pass-through 
entity [the recipient] to a subrecipient for the subrecipient to carry out part of a Federal award 

https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=69589b313a9c3cdeb5db82386820796f&mc=true&node=se2.1.200_1314&rgn=div8
https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=69589b313a9c3cdeb5db82386820796f&mc=true&node=se2.1.200_1314&rgn=div8
https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=eefa8a82f165dbb9f6351146c9e5f1e3&mc=true&node=se2.1.200_1453&rgn=div8
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/how-to-apply-application-guide/forms-e/general/g.300-r&r-budget-form.htm#L
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/how-to-apply-application-guide/forms-e/general/g.300-r&r-budget-form.htm#L
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/how-to-apply-application-guide/forms-e/general/g.300-r&r-budget-form.htm#L
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/how-to-apply-application-guide/forms-e/general/g.300-r&r-budget-form.htm#L
https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=35fcd29238edd42c8b1f8b1628e39d47&mc=true&node=pt2.1.200&rgn=div5#se2.1.200_1459
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/how-to-apply-application-guide/forms-e/general/g.300-r&r-budget-form.htm#L
https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=35fcd29238edd42c8b1f8b1628e39d47&mc=true&node=pt2.1.200&rgn=div5#se2.1.200_1330
https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?sid=b76712a585433486e57dafcd521c952e&mc=true&node=pt2.1.200&rgn=div5#se2.1.200_192
https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?sid=b76712a585433486e57dafcd521c952e&mc=true&node=pt2.1.200&rgn=div5#se2.1.200_1330
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received by the pass-through entity.  It does not include payments to a contractor [as defined in 
2 CFR §200.23] or payments to an individual that is a beneficiary of a Federal program.  A 
subaward may be provided through any form of legal agreement, including an agreement that 
the pass-through entity considers a contract. 
 
This line item should include both direct and indirect costs for all subrecipients.  If a 
subrecipient is claiming indirect costs, include their federally negotiated indirect cost rate 
agreement as an attachment in. 
 
Contractual costs as defined in 2 CFR §§200.22 and 330(b), are occasionally sufficiently high to 
warrant a categorical breakdown of costs.  When this is the case, provide detailed information as 
part of Section L. Budget Justification. 

6. Equipment or Facility Rental/User Fees 
List the total funds requested for equipment or facility rental/user fees.  In Section L. Budget 
Justification, identify and justify each rental/user fee. 
 
Note:  the applicant may charge depreciation in compliance with 2 CFR §200.436.  If the 
equipment was purchased with federal funds under another award, user fees may be appropriate 
(see 2 CFR §200.313 (c)(2)).  The applicant may not charge both depreciation and user fees. 

Other considerations for projects that include facility rental for conferences 
Per 2 CFR §200.432, allowable conference costs may include rental of facilities. 
 
The Hotel and Motel Fire Safety Act of 1990 (Pub. L. 101-391) states that federally funded 
meetings and conferences cannot be held in properties that do not comply with the law.  The Act 
is applicable to all places of public accommodation affecting commerce, and requires that such 
properties are equipped with: 
 

• hard-wired, single-station smoke detectors in each guestroom in accordance with the 
National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) standard 72; 

• an automatic sprinkler system, with a sprinkler head in each guest room in compliance 
with NFPA standards 13 or 13R.  Properties three stories or lower in height are exempt 
from the sprinkler requirement. 

 
Note:  'places of public accommodation affecting commerce' means any inn, hotel, or other 
establishment not owned by the Federal Government that provides lodging to transient guests, 
except that such term does not include an establishment treated as an apartment building for 
purposes of any State or local law or regulation or an establishment located within a building 
that contains not more than five rooms for rent or hire and that is actually occupied as a 
residence by the proprietor of such establishment. 
 
The United States Fire Administration (USFA) is charged with carrying out FEMA's 
responsibilities with respect to the Hotel and Motel Fire Safety Act of 1990.  In addition to 
compiling, maintaining and publishing the National Master List, USFA is also responsible for 
taking steps to encourage states to promote the use of automatic sprinkler systems and 
automatic smoke detection systems. 
 

7. Alterations and Renovations 
Do not include any expenses under 7. Alterations and Renovations.  Per 2 CFR §200.462, costs 
incurred for ordinary and normal rearrangement and alteration of facilities are allowable as 
indirect costs.   

https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?sid=b76712a585433486e57dafcd521c952e&mc=true&node=pt2.1.200&rgn=div5#se2.1.200_123
https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?sid=b76712a585433486e57dafcd521c952e&mc=true&node=pt2.1.200&rgn=div5#se2.1.200_122
https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?sid=b76712a585433486e57dafcd521c952e&mc=true&node=pt2.1.200&rgn=div5#se2.1.200_1330
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/how-to-apply-application-guide/forms-e/general/g.300-r&r-budget-form.htm#L
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/how-to-apply-application-guide/forms-e/general/g.300-r&r-budget-form.htm#L
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/how-to-apply-application-guide/forms-e/general/g.300-r&r-budget-form.htm#L
https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=35fcd29238edd42c8b1f8b1628e39d47&mc=true&node=pt2.1.200&rgn=div5#se2.1.200_1436
https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=35fcd29238edd42c8b1f8b1628e39d47&mc=true&node=pt2.1.200&rgn=div5#se2.1.200_1313
https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=35fcd29238edd42c8b1f8b1628e39d47&mc=true&node=pt2.1.200&rgn=div5#se2.1.200_1432
https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?sid=b76712a585433486e57dafcd521c952e&mc=true&node=pt2.1.200&rgn=div5#se2.1.200_1462
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8-10. Other 
Include items not previously listed under other budget categories or in the indirect cost pool.  
Use Section L. Budget Justification to further itemize and justify.  “Miscellaneous” and 
“contingency” are not acceptable budget categories. 
 
Per 2 CFR §200.432, allowable conference costs may include speakers’ fees, costs of meals and 
refreshments, and other items incidental to such conferences.  Conference hosts/sponsors must 
exercise discretion and judgment in ensuring that conference costs are appropriate, necessary 
and managed in a manner that minimizes costs to the NEH award.  If incidental food items 
and/or meals are provided at no charge during meetings, conferences, training, or other events 
attended while on NEH-supported travel, the per diem charged to the award must be reduced 
accordingly.  Alcoholic beverages are unallowable and may not be included in your budget. 
 

Section G.  Total direct costs 
This total will be automatically calculated based on the sum of the Total funds requested for all 
direct costs (sections A-F). 

Section H.  Indirect costs 
Indirect costs (sometimes referred to as Facilities and Administration or “F&A”) are costs that 
are incurred for common or joint objectives and therefore cannot be readily identified with a 
specific project or activity of an organization.  Items that would typically be regarded as indirect 
costs include the depreciation on buildings, equipment and capital improvement, operations 
and maintenance expenses, salaries of executive officers, accounting and legal services. 
 
Indirect costs are computed by applying a federally negotiated indirect cost rate to a distribution 
base (usually the modified total direct costs of the project). 
 
For applicants seeking reimbursement for indirect costs: carefully review your institution’s 
negotiated indirect cost rate(s) to make sure you are using the most appropriate rate in your 
application budget.  Many institutions of higher education negotiate multiple rates—for 
example, “Research,” “Instruction,” and “Other Sponsored Activities.”  With rare exceptions, 
your institution’s “Research” rate will not be the appropriate rate for inclusion in your NEH 
project budget, as the use of this rate is reserved for projects involving scientific research, not 
scholarly inquiry of the type most often supported by NEH. 
 
Note: Except as provided in paragraph (c)(1) of 2 CFR §200.414, federal agencies must use the 
negotiated rates in effect at the time of the initial award throughout the life of the federal award.  
Award levels may not be adjusted in future years as a result of changes in negotiated rates.  
Except as provided in 2 CFR §200.414, when an educational institution does not have a 
negotiated rate with the federal government at the time of an award (because the educational 
institution is a new recipient or the parties cannot reach agreement on a rate), the provisional 
rate used at the time of the award must be adjusted once a rate is negotiated and approved by 
the cognizant agency for indirect costs.  If the recipient fails to negotiate an indirect cost rate 
applicable to the period of performance within the period of performance, indirect costs may be 
disallowed. 
 
Organizations that wish to include indirect costs in the budget but have never had a federally 
negotiated indirect cost rate may choose one of the following options: 
 

• direct cost all expenses; 
• submit an indirect cost proposal to their cognizant federal agency to negotiate a rate with 

the federal government within three months of the effective date (period of performance 

https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=35fcd29238edd42c8b1f8b1628e39d47&mc=true&node=pt2.1.200&rgn=div5#se2.1.200_1432
https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=d22b09774a679ad264cf0098635dabb8&mc=true&node=pt2.1.200&rgn=div5#se2.1.200_1414
https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=d22b09774a679ad264cf0098635dabb8&mc=true&node=pt2.1.200&rgn=div5#se2.1.200_1414
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start date) of the award (subrecipients may negotiate a rate with the recipient consistent 
with the requirements outlined in 2 CFR §200.414); or 

• per 2 CFR §200.414(f), the applicant may charge a de minimis rate of 10 percent of 
modified total direct costs (MTDC). 

 
Per 2 CFR §200.68, modified total direct costs are all direct salaries and wages, applicable fringe 
benefits, materials and supplies, services, travel, and up to the first $25,000 of each subaward 
(regardless of the period of performance of the subawards under the award).  Modified total 
direct costs excludes equipment, capital expenditures, charges for patient care, rental costs, 
tuition remission, scholarships and fellowships, participant support costs and the portion of 
each subaward in excess of $25,000.  If you choose one of these three options, indicate on the 
budget form which option you are choosing. 

Indirect Cost Type 
Enter the type of indirect cost (e.g., Other Sponsored Activities (OSA), All Programs, 
Instruction, 10% de minimis, etc.) and base (e.g., Salaries, Salaries & Fringe, MTDC, etc.) and 
whether the activity and rate are off-site or onsite.  If more than one rate or base is involved for a 
given type of indirect cost, then list them as separate entries.  If you do not have a current 
indirect rate(s) approved by a federal agency but intend to (re)negotiate, indicate "None--will 
negotiate".  Use Section L.  Budget Justification if additional space is needed. 

Indirect Cost Rate (%) 
Enter the most recent indirect cost rate(s) established with the cognizant federal agency.  This 
field should be entered using a rate such as "32." 

Indirect Cost Base ($) 
Enter the amount of the base for each indirect cost type.  Use Section L. Budget Justification to 
explain any exclusions applied to the F&A base calculation. 

Funds Requested ($) 
Enter the funds requested for indirect costs. 

Total Indirect Costs 
This total will be automatically calculated from the "Funds Requested" column in Section H. 
Indirect Costs. 

Cognizant Federal Agency 
Enter the name of the cognizant Federal Agency. 

Section I.  Total direct and indirect costs 
This total will be automatically populated from the sum of Total Direct Costs (from Section G. 
Direct Costs) and the Total Indirect Costs (from Section H. Indirect Costs). 

Section J.  Fee 
Do not include any expenses under this section. 

Section K.  Total Costs and Fee 
This total will be automatically calculated from the sum of Total Direct Costs and Fee (from 
sections "I. Total Direct and Indirect Costs" and "J. Fee").  Since there is no fee, this should be 
the same amount as in Section I. Total Direct and Indirect Costs. 

https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=d22b09774a679ad264cf0098635dabb8&mc=true&node=pt2.1.200&rgn=div5#se2.1.200_1414
https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=d22b09774a679ad264cf0098635dabb8&mc=true&node=pt2.1.200&rgn=div5#se2.1.200_1414
https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=2262ad9c20e9d3a49f2c569c773c8aa1&mc=true&node=pt2.1.200&rgn=div5#se2.1.200_168
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/how-to-apply-application-guide/forms-e/general/g.300-r&r-budget-form.htm#L
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Section L. Budget justification 
The budget justification attachment is required.  Attach only one PDF file named 
justification.pdf. 
 
Use the budget justification to provide the additional information requested in each budget 
category identified above and any other information the applicant wishes to submit to support 
the budget request.  The budget justification should specifically describe how each item will 
support the achievement of proposed objectives.  If you have a quote(s), you may include it here.  
The following budget categories must be justified, where applicable: equipment, travel, 
participant/trainee support, and other direct cost categories. 
 
Also use the budget justification to explain any exclusions applied to the indirect cost base 
calculation. 
 
If your project includes voluntary cost share, describe it here.  However, these costs should not 
be included on the Research and Related budget form. 
 
If you are requesting federal matching funds, required cost share must be included on the 
budget form.  Identify the activities to be covered by such funds in the budget justification, 
describe your contributions to the project here.  The total federal matching funds and cost share 
should be equal to the amounts indicated on the Supplementary Cover Sheet for NEH Grant 
Programs in the “Federal Matching” and “Cost Share” fields. 
 
Do not use the budget justification to expand the project narrative. 
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