
 
 
 
FRENCH PLACEMENT INSTRUCTIONS  

Fall 2022 

Dear Prospective French Student, 

Welcome to Bard! We are delighted that you are interested in taking French classes at Bard. For us 
to determine the best level in which to place you, please complete the following steps between now 
and the end of L&T. It will make it easier for us to find the right course for you during registration 
advising on August 25 and 26 

1. Emmersion Placement Test: Reading/Grammar, Speaking 
 

             Using the Chrome or Firefox web browser, click the following link to do the test 
              https://app.emmersion.ai/link/3b459cddc0. Follow the instructions to sign in. 
             Do not stress about it, it is simply a tool to help us find the best placement for you.  

·         
2. An in-person meeting with prof. Eric Trudel and Marina van Zuylen, during 

Registration Advising (Thursday, August 25th and Friday, the 26th). We look forward to 
meeting you at the end of L&T. For any question, please contact Prof. Trudel by email at 
trudel@bard.edu 

 
 
 
FRENCH COURSES OFFERED THIS FALL 
 
Intermediate French I 
  Course Number: FREN 201 CRN Number: 90169 Class cap: 22 Credits: 4 
  Professor: Odile Chilton 
  Schedule/Location: Mon Tue  Thurs    8:50 AM – 9:50 AM Olin Languages Center 120 
  Distributional Area: FL  Foreign Languages and Lit    
       
For students with three to four years of high school French or who have acquired a solid knowledge 
of elementary grammar. In this course, designed as an introduction to contemporary French 
civilization and culture, students will be able to reinforce their skills in grammar, composition and 
spoken proficiency, through the use of short texts, newspaper and magazine articles, as well as 
video.  Students will meet in small groups with the French tutor for one extra hour per week. 
 
Intermediate French II 
  Course Number: FREN 202 CRN Number: 90170 Class cap: 22 Credits: 4 
  Professor: Gabriella Lindsay 
  Schedule/Location:  Tue Thurs  Fri   10:10 AM – 11:10 AM Olin Languages Center 118 
  Distributional Area: FL  Foreign Languages and Lit    
       



For students with three to four years of high school French or who have acquired a solid knowledge 
of elementary grammar. In this course, designed as an introduction to contemporary French 
civilization and culture, students will be able to reinforce their skills in grammar, composition and 
spoken proficiency, through the use of short texts, newspaper and magazine articles, as well as 
video. Students will meet in small groups, with the French tutor for one extra hour per week. 
  
French Through Translation 
  Course Number: FREN 215 CRN Number: 90171 Class cap: 22 Credits: 4 
  Professor: Odile Chilton 
  Schedule/Location: Mon  Wed     10:10 AM – 11:30 AM Olin Languages Center 206 
  Distributional Area: FL  Foreign Languages and Lit    
       
Intended to help students fine-tune their command of French and develop a good sense for the 
most appropriate ways of communicating ideas and facts in French, this course emphasizes 
translation both as an exercise as well as a craft in its own right. The course will also address 
grammatical, lexical and stylistic issues. Translation will be practiced from English into French, and 
vice versa, with a variety of texts drawn from different genres (literary and journalistic). Toward the 
end of the semester, students will be encouraged to embark on independent projects.    
  
Autrement Dit-Paroles de Femme 
  Course Number: FREN 236 CRN Number: 90534 Class cap: 22 Credits: 4 
  Professor: Marina van Zuylen 
  Schedule/Location:  Tue  Thurs    3:30 PM – 4:50 PM Olin Languages Center 118 
  Distributional Area: FL  Foreign Languages and Lit  D+J Difference and Justice 
  Crosslists: Gender and Sexuality Studies 
       
This course introduces students to the diversity of French women’s voices in literature and cinema 
in the 20th century. Readings of contemporary women writers will include works by Colette, Simone 
de Beauvoir, Maryse Condé, Marguerite Duras, Annie Ernaux, Anne Hébert, Catherine Millet, 
Amélie Nothomb and Nathalie Sarraute. Movies by Chantal Ackerman, Catherine Breillat, Claire 
Denis, Marguerite Duras and Agnès Varda will be shown and discussed. Conducted in French. 
Four years of French required. 
  
From the Storming of the Bastille to the “Gilets jaunes”: Narratives of Insurrection & Poetics of Unrest 
in French Literature 
  Course Number: FREN 345 CRN Number: 90173 Class cap: 16 Credits: 4 
  Professor: Éric Trudel 
  Schedule/Location:  Tue      9:10 AM – 11:30 AM Olin 305 
  Distributional Area: FL  Foreign Languages and Lit    

Crosslists:  Human Rights 
 
“Revolt”, wrote Victor Hugo in Les Misérables, “is a sort of waterspout in the social atmosphere 
which forms suddenly in certain conditions of temperature, and which, as it eddies about, mounts, 
descends, thunders, tears, razes, crushes, demolishes, uproots.” This course will be devoted to 
depictions of political uprising, protests, demonstrations and general strikes in French literature, past 
and present. Indeed, in view of the importance given to social unrest in several contemporary works 
of fiction, we may wonder if we now have entered or reentered – as French philosopher Alain 



Badiou suggested in 2011 – the “Age of Riots.” As we examine various 19th, 20th and 21st century 
accounts or imaginative retellings of the revolutions of 1830 and 1848, of the Paris Commune, of 
May 68, or of the 2018 movement “Nuit Debout,” we will seek to understand how such texts repeat 
or counter the official historical record – or media coverage. Reviewing the discursive and formal 
strategies adopted by novelists and poets, we will also outline the challenges that collective action 
and the multiplication of voices can pose to representation, interrogate recurring metaphors, and 
map out changing conceptions of the political role of literature (and the extent to which insurrection 
may become a model for writing itself). Throughout the semester, our goal will be to bring to light 
the ways in which literary works can contribute to the “reinvention of the revolutionary filiations” 
(Didi-Huberman), and carry the memory of 1789. Taught in French. 
 


