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Orientation Website
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● Orientation website is the best 
place to find information about 
the schedule, programming, 
and what to expect.

● Once you have a BCB email 
address, you can click on the 
links below to find more 
information about orientation 
and FAQs

https://berlin.bard.edu/student-life/services-and-resources/orientation/


Health insurance in Germany
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Health insurance requirements for students in Germany

●  All students must have a valid health insurance for their entire enrollment period at Bard 
College Berlin (please see Student Handbook section 6.3 for more information)

● Failure to comply with this requirement may result in dismissal from the college



Visa and Insurance Considerations
Some international students need to apply for an entry visa to enter Germany, which can affect 

what insurance documentation you may need.

EU/EEA Group of 9 Citizens of Other 
Countries

● No entry visa needed
● Do not need blocked 

account

Australia, Brazil, Canada, 
Israel, Japan, New Zealand, 
South Korea, UK, USA

● No entry visa needed
● Do not need blocked 

account

● Entry visa needed

For visa appointment, must 
acquire: 
● Incoming travel 

insurance 
● Blocked account to 

demonstrate stable 
financial means for 
entry visa



Health Insurance Enrollment Process Form

All students need to complete the Health Insurance Enrollment Process Form

This form will guide you through detailed instructions based on a few factors:
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https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdL9zVraN4E_CVlZ9_hHDYSq9ALBtOEZA5tOQtgAZGl-Gyvvw/viewform


Insurance Options 
During your Studies
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Insurance Options

● German public health insurance
● EHIC insurance/GHIC insurance
● Mutual insurance recognition agreements
● Private insurance (including GeoBlue for Bard Abroad and Begin in Berlin students)
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Public insurance
We strongly recommend that students from non-EU countries enroll in German public health insurance.

Monthly contributions for students under 30 amount to ~130 EUR/month.

Public insurance offers comprehensive coverage for students. Students generally do not have to pay out of pocket, 
but there may be small co-pays for prescribed medication (10 EUR or less).

Students receive a health insurance card, which looks like a credit card with a chip. They present this at the time of 
service and payments are then coordinated by the insurance company.
● This card doubles as a European Health Insurance Card, offering coverage while abroad in other EU states.

We recommend Techniker Krankenkasse (TK) which offers service in English and has top-rated customer service 
among public providers.
● There are other providers (AOK, DAK, etc.) that you may select, but you must enroll in those on your own.
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European Health Insurance Card (EHIC) or 
Global Health Insurance Card (GHIC) 
Students from EU countries can use an European Health Insurance Card (EHIC) while in Germany. Similarly, 
students from the UK can use a GHIC while in Germany.

More information on how to do this in each country is available here: Applying for an EHIC Card

Be in touch with the issuing authorities to notify them you will be studying abroad and to discuss any 
conditions or limitations of using their EHIC/GHIC abroad.
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Important:
If you enroll on the basis of holding an EHIC/GHIC and subsequently receive any form of paid employment alongside 
your studies, then your EHIC/GHIC will no longer be valid and you will need to take out health insurance with a public 
provider in Germany for the duration of your employment (students from Austria, Denmark, and Luxembourg are 
exempted from this rule).

https://ec.europa.eu/social/main.jsp?catId=563&langId=en#National_information_and_contacts


Mutual Insurance Recognition Agreements (Abkommensländer)

International students who come from the following countries are not required to get additional health insurance 
because their public insurance plans from their home countries are valid in Germany. 
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To do before arrival:
Contact your insurance provider to notify them of your move to Germany. Obtain the policy information, including 
international coverage details and insurance certificate/card. 

We will help coordinate your public health insurance exemption during the orientation period*

*Subject to change

Bosnia-Herzegovina
Iceland
Liechtenstein
North Macedonia
Montenegro

Norway
Switzerland
Serbia
Tunisia
Turkey



Private Insurance

In order to utilize private health insurance, you must first confirm that your insurance meets the statutory requirements. The private 
health insurance must be unlimited, or have a very large coverage threshold, and provide coverage equivalent to German public health 
insurance.  To ensure that your health insurance meets the necessary requirements, please complete the following form after you 
have received your Enrollment Certificate: 
https://www.tk.de/en/become-a-member/join-tk/student-how-exempted-from-compulsory-health-insurance-2106064

After you have submitted the form, and your private insurance has been approved, please send the confirmation document to 
healthinsurance@berlin.bard.edu

If your private health insurance does not meet the necessary requirements, then please email healthinsurance@berlin.bard.edu for 
information about other health insurance options.

IMPORTANT: If you opt out of public insurance for private health insurance, you are not able to switch to public health insurance for the 
remainder of your study program!

13

https://www.tk.de/en/become-a-member/join-tk/student-how-exempted-from-compulsory-health-insurance-2106064
mailto:healthinsurance@berlin.bard.edu


Registering for Public 
Insurance
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Registration Process Option: 
Signing up with TK Directly

for students from “the group of 9” countries 
Australia, Brazil, Canada, Israel, Japan, New Zealand, South Korea, Switzerland, or the United States



Registering with TK

You can also follow this Step by Step guide in the Health Insurance Form 

Please note that you can only complete this process once you have your Enrollment 
Certificate from the Registrarʼs Office later this summer.
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https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdL9zVraN4E_CVlZ9_hHDYSq9ALBtOEZA5tOQtgAZGl-Gyvvw/viewform


Registering with TK
Visit TKʼs website
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https://www.tk.de/service/form/2033438/mitgliedwerden/mitgliedwerden.form#sDV


Registering with TK

First years: Arrival day is 7 August

Transfers: Arrival day is 27 August
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Registering with TK
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Registering with TK
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Registering with TK
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You should receive your enrollment 
certificate in mid-July. Please wait 
to sign up until you receive this.



Registering with TK
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Registering with TK - Payment Options
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For students with an IBAN:

● Input your bank account details to sign up for automatic withdrawal 
(recommended)



Registering with TK - Payment Options
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For students without an IBAN, you can:

Select the payment option "I always want to transfer the full semester contribution in advance." and complete your application

You will receive information about where you need to send the money in the mail. This option essentially buys you a little time until you are 
able to open up a bank account with an IBAN or sign up for an international wire service like Wise. 

Once you arrive in Germany and open a bank account, you can then log into your TK account and update your bank account information to set 
up monthly withdrawal for future semesters. Alternatively, you can complete this form and send it to TK.

Students have had success in the past opening accounts with banks like N26, Wise, and Revolut. We cannot guarantee that this will be true for 
each student, and each student should assess which bank will best suit their overall needs. 

You will need to provide an address in Germany to have your card sent to. Please use the main address at BCB:

Platanenstrasse 24
13156 Berlin

https://www.tk.de/resource/blob/2088596/20539f9306be6d368eae06e103e05456/sepa-lastschriftmandat-en-data.pdf


Registration Process Option: Expatrio

for students who require an entry visa



Expatrio is a service that supports foreign students who are 18+ years old with some of 
the important requirements of starting studies in Germany. We recommend this 
service for students who require an entry visa. Other students should follow 
instructions in the Health Insurance Enrollment Process Form.
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“Value Package”
(recommended for those requiring an entry visa)

Includes:
● Incoming travel insurance
● Public health insurance (Techniker Krankenkasse)
● Blocked account setup (49 EUR account fee, refunded 

on account activation)
● Option to initiate opening current bank account (5 EUR 

per month for a German checking account)

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdL9zVraN4E_CVlZ9_hHDYSq9ALBtOEZA5tOQtgAZGl-Gyvvw/viewform


Using Expatrio

Begin your registration by selecting the 
relevant package from Expatrio.

● Select “Value Package” if you need 
an entry visa
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https://www.expatrio.com/living-germany/cities/berlin/bard-college-berlin


Using Expatrio

You will then need to fill in basic information for your application
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Using Expatrio

You will then need to fill in basic information for your application
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Using Expatrio
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Using Expatrio

31Value Package result



Using Expatrio

You will then be prompted to provide contact and study information

32

You can use the schoolʼs address for your 
German address: 
Platanenstr. 24, 13156 Berlin
Bard College Berlin

Enter your basic contact information



Using Expatrio
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You can enter your arrival day & the first day of 
orientation as your start of studies

First years: Arrival day is 7 August

Transfers: Arrival day is 27 August



Using Expatrio
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Using Expatrio

You should then receive an email confirmation and be able to log in to your account
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Using Expatrio
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Your incoming travel insurance can also be 
downloaded here when available.



Using Expatrio

You can click into your products to 
view any outstanding action items.

In the health insurance screen, you 
can find your application number in 
case you need to contact TK.
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Expatrio: Important things to note

It is of utmost importance that you add your German address. You need to do this to receive mail from TK and 
complete your membership after arrival.

If you did not enter one during registration, please do the following:
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Expatrio: Important things to note
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Add a German address
You can use the schoolʼs mailing address: 
Platanenstr. 24, 13156 Berlin
Enter Bard College Berlin on the ℅ line

Be sure to save changes 
when complete



Expatrio: Important things to note

Enrollment Certificate/Confirmation Upload - You will receive this certificate via your 
BCB email address in late July. 

Additional Webinars from Expatrio: https://sites.expatrio.com/webinars
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https://sites.expatrio.com/webinars


Registration Process: 
Students under 18 years old who need an entry VISA



Insurance process for students under 18 years old

If you need to apply for an entry visa, you will need incoming travel insurance for your 
appointment. We recommend Dr. Walter travel health insurance. You can find more 
information about purchasing it here. 

If you require a blocked account for an entry visa appointment, you will need to find 
and open an account with a provider of your choice, as Expatrio unfortunately does 
not allow students under the age of 18 to use their services.

Please register directly with TK for health insurance.
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https://www.educare24.com/
https://www.tk.de/service/form/2033438/mitgliedwerden/mitgliedwerden.form#sDV


Registration Process: 
Scholarship recipients with full scholarship that 

includes health insurance



Special Process for Students with Scholarships that Include Insurance

You should buy incoming travel insurance for your entry visa (if applicable).

We recommend Dr. Walter travel health insurance. You can find more information 
about purchasing it here. 

You will sign up for public insurance once you arrive on campus*. The College will assume 
the costs of your insurance as part of your scholarship. 

If you are not sure if your scholarship includes health insurance, please refer to your 
scholarship agreement.

*Subject to change
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https://www.educare24.com/


Health Resources
On Campus
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Health Resources

● Mental health counseling services offered for free on campus and online
● Support in finding English speaking medical professionals in Berlin
● Support in finding off campus therapists and psychiatrists

More information on health resources can be found on our website.
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https://berlin.bard.edu/student-life/services-and-resources/health-and-counseling/


Disability Accommodations 
Services
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Accommodations

Bard College Berlin is committed to providing an equitable and inclusive learning 
environment. In support of this mission, the College provides services and reasonable 
accommodations to self-identified students who present the appropriate documentation. 

More information about Accommodations can be found here. 

In order to apply for an accommodation, please complete the disability registration form 
and submit it along with the accompanying documentation. 
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https://berlin.bard.edu/student-life/services-and-resources/accessibility/
https://cm.maxient.com/reportingform.php?BardCollege&layout_id=100


Vaccinations
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Vaccination Requirements at BCB

All BCB students are required to have the following vaccinations:

● two MMR vaccines on or after their first birthday or provide proof of immunity 
with quantitative titers;

● three doses of Hepatitis B vaccine, doses given at 0, 1, 6 months or provide proof 
of immunity with quantitative titers;

● the Meningococcal Vaccine (ACWY)

Please upload your vaccination documents in the “Enrollment” tab of your applicant portal 
and make sure to designate these materials as “Vaccination Certificates”. 

More information is available on the Orientation FAQs website and our full vaccination 
policy can be found in the Student Handbook.
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https://berlin.bard.edu/student-life/services-and-resources/orientation/
https://www.bard.edu/wwwmedia/files/99978570/7/Student%20Handbook%202024-25.pdf


Action steps:

● Fill out Health Insurance Enrollment Process form
○ If you plan to sign up with Techniker Krankenkasse, wait to do so until you receive your 

Enrollment Certificate from the Registrarʼs Office in mid-July.

● Look into opening up a German bank accounts or an international transfer 
service (such as Wise, Revolut, etc).
○ Especially recommended for students who are signing up with Techniker Krankenkasse

● Upload vaccination documents in the “Enrollment” tab of your applicant portal 
and make sure to designate these materials as “Vaccination Certificates”. 

● Continue to check your email over the summer for important updates and 
reminders!

● Donʼt hesitate to reach out with any questions
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https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdL9zVraN4E_CVlZ9_hHDYSq9ALBtOEZA5tOQtgAZGl-Gyvvw/viewform


Thank you!
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Contact
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Atticus Kleen
Student Health and Disability Resources Manager
Beauftragter für Studierende mit Behinderungen und 
chronischen Erkrankungen

a.kleen@berlin.bard.edu
healthinsurance@berlin.bard.edu
accommodations@berlin.bard.edu 

mailto:a.kleen@berlin.bard.edu
mailto:healthinsurance@berlin.bard.edu


Links

Applying for an EHIC card: 
https://ec.europa.eu/social/main.jsp?catId=563&langId=en#National_information_and_contacts

BCB Health and Counseling: 
https://berlin.bard.edu/student-life/services-and-resources/health-and-counseling/

Dr. Walter Educare incoming insurance: https://www.educare24.com/

Expatrio landing page: https://www.expatrio.com/living-germany/cities/berlin/bard-college-berlin

Expatrio webinars: https://sites.expatrio.com/webinars

TK direct student application link: 
https://www.tk.de/service/form/2033438/mitgliedwerden/mitgliedwerden.form#sDV
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https://ec.europa.eu/social/main.jsp?catId=563&langId=en#National_information_and_contacts
https://berlin.bard.edu/student-life/services-and-resources/health-and-counseling/
https://www.educare24.com/
https://www.expatrio.com/living-germany/cities/berlin/bard-college-berlin
https://sites.expatrio.com/webinars
https://www.tk.de/service/form/2033438/mitgliedwerden/mitgliedwerden.form#sDV

