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My Vision: 
 

After	  receiving	  the	  email	  explaining	  this	  contest,	  I	  was	  very	  
fascinated.	  I	  thought	  the	  topic	  was	  really	  interesting,	  but	  also,	  the	  fact	  that	  
it	  was	  a	  multi-‐media	  contest	  made	  me	  even	  more	  attracted.	  At	  first,	  
instead	  of	  submitting	  a	  written	  entry,	  which	  would	  be	  my	  typical	  choice,	  I	  
decided	  that	  I	  wanted	  to	  make	  a	  video	  to	  step	  out	  of	  my	  comfort	  zone.	  
However,	  I	  had	  no	  idea	  where	  to	  start.	  Should	  I	  tape	  random	  people	  on	  the	  
street	  and	  ask	  them	  questions?	  Should	  I	  interview	  my	  family	  at	  home	  and	  
ask	  their	  opinions?	  What	  would	  be	  the	  best	  way	  to	  really	  extract	  
passionate,	  engaged	  and	  more	  importantly,	  diverse	  views?	  Then	  it	  hit	  me…	  
the	  topic	  was	  the	  president,	  but	  that	  didn’t	  just	  mean	  the	  president	  of	  the	  
United	  States.	  I	  could	  get	  other	  people	  of	  other	  nationalities	  to	  speak	  on	  
their	  opinions	  about	  their	  own	  presidents	  and	  that’s	  what	  I	  did.	  	  	  	  

I	  contacted	  a	  close	  friend	  of	  mine	  born,	  raised,	  and	  still	  living	  in	  my	  
mother’s	  hometown,	  Basse,	  the	  Gambia.	  He	  gave	  me	  his	  opinion	  on	  his	  
own	  president,	  Yahya	  Jammeh	  and	  presidents	  in	  general	  from	  his	  
perspective.	  I	  also	  included	  the	  opinions	  of	  a	  second	  contributor,	  a	  wife	  
and	  mother	  from	  Colombia	  who	  prefers	  to	  remain	  anonymous.	  Lastly,	  I	  had	  
my	  own	  opinions	  as	  a	  citizen	  of	  the	  United	  States.	  I	  organized	  my	  piece	  as	  a	  
conference	  between	  3	  people	  representing	  3	  diverse	  countries.	  I	  knew	  it	  
was	  a	  stretch	  and	  it’s	  not	  a	  video,	  but	  I	  went	  for	  it	  anyways.	  I	  am	  
Mamfatou	  Baldeh	  and	  this	  is	  my	  (sort	  of	  long)	  project…	  J	  
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The International Roundtable 
Discussion   
 
 
MAMFATOU:  
 
Good Evening. I am your host Mamfatou Baldeh and today we will discuss the popular topic of THE 
PRESIDENT. With me today I have Pa Modou Touray, a teenager born and raised in Basse, the 
Gambia and Sonya Alvarez, a wife and mother here in the U.S., originally born in Colombia. “The 
president” is a pretty talked about concept, but we're asking ourselves if the president really matters.  
Amongst us at the table, we have 3 different presidents to discuss; Yahya Jammeh, the current 
president of the Gambia, Álvaro Uribe Vélez, the former president of Colombia (served 2002-2010) 
and Barack Obama, the current president of the United States of America.	  	  
	  

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	   	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	   	  
 
 

Before discussing, we will watch this short video courtesy of freakonomics and the Huffington Post:  

http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2012/04/24/freakonomics-huffington-post_n_1448677.html  
 
Although that video mainly targeted the president of the United States, I think it can be applied to 
presidents everywhere. So what are your thoughts? Does a president matter as much as people believe 
they do?  

Yahya Jammeh                             Álvaro Uribe Vélez                       Barack Obama 



 

PA MODOU: 

Well, I think the president matters somewhat as a leader because he/she has the final say to any 
decision with the help of others. Honestly, I think the title seems bigger than the person who is 
president and that’s why we have such a heightened image of the position 

MAMFATOU: 

Hmm, that’s interesting. You think the president matters as a leader, but as a citizen of America, I 
hear countless times that politics are based on lies. Presidents are elected based on the false promises 
they make that, in the end, usually fall through and disappoint the nation. What can you say about 
political leadership when the truth that we value so dearly is so trivial?    

 

PA MODOU: 

I think now, we are just so used to the lies that it almost seems natural. Lies are what politics are 
about and we have just accepted the fact that they come together. We elect presidents based on who 
seems best to lead and that may be the same thing as who tells the most believable or the strongest 

lies.  

MAMFATOU:  

That is a really deep thought. So Sonya, do you think the president 
matters?  

SONYA: 

I think that the president does matter. Colombia has a centralist 
government and my experiences lead me to believe that a president is 

important. 

MAMFATOU:  

But continuing on the subject of political lies and truths, how does 
a president matter if people are no longer moved by a president’s 
words? If, like Pa Modou said, lies are a part of politics and we 
are just used to the tricks of politics, truths or lies?  

SONYA:  

Really, when it comes to presidents, I usually think about which 
candidate will do the most to help the country. Colombia experienced terrible leadership and we 
know the consequences: an increase in drug distribution and guerrilla. In the end, everyone knows 
that being a president is a great responsibility despite the lies that are told. We rely on our president to 
be leaders and fix problems and that’s how he matters.  

PA MODOU: 

Colombia	  



Being a president is a title that comes with great responsibility. If the nation progresses, the president 
is said to be a great hero but if the nation sinks, usually most of the blame goes to the president.  

MAMFATOU: 

Very true. So now, there is a famous song about American 
presidents called “Hail to the Chief”. I believe it came out in the 
early 19th century: 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hwJvxY7uENM  

Within the lyrics, there are two lines I mainly want to focus on: 
“Yours is the aim to make this grand country grander, this 
you will do, that's our strong, firm belief.” Honestly, reading these words made me think about 
Barack Obama. When he was running for president, I fell in love with him as a candidate. I could see 
many of my worries about the country being lifted in his hands. I found him promising, passionate, 
intelligent; a leader. However, now, I’m sorry to say that people are claiming that Obama has done 
little to nothing for this nation and it’s quite disappointing to hear. In my opinion, a president doesn’t 
make a difference; he/she really doesn’t matter. I understand that change takes time, but what does a 
valuable political leader really look like? Where will the action that pushes us to be better come 
from? Or can we only push ourselves? 

SONYA: 

In Colombia, the last two presidents (Velez and Calderon) helped to reduce the problems of drugs and 
war and to rebuild the economy and education of the country. They were/are benefitting the country 
and really, a leader depends on who the person is. 

PA MODOU:  

A true leader will be a leader in his words as well 
as his character so that’s what we have to judge 
by. True action will come from us and those out 
there who want change, but unfortunately, we can 
never be 100% sure of who those people are until 
after we elect them and give them a chance. A 

president who is a person first, with the same problems we are facing, is going to be the type of leader 
to push the nation to bigger and better standards. 

MAMFATOU: 

I agree. Presidents all over the world are different, but I want to point out that they usually promise to 
protect their people and make their nations better. Velez stated this quote:  

“I will protect all Colombians regardless of whether the attacks come from guerrillas or 
paramilitaries.” 

I also have these videos. The first is Yahya Jammeh 
speaking on executions and his work in the Gambia 
and the second is a clip of a speech by Barak Obama: 

Gambia	  



http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-africa-16144116  

http://www.cbsnews.com/video/watch/?id=4943965n  
 

In my opinion, it doesn’t look like the president matters at all right now. They talk a lot about what 
they “will do” or what they want to do. They make so many promises that make themselves look 

mighty, but where is the change? Where are the benefits 
to the nation as a whole? When will people stop 
suffering? That leads me to my final question: what 
would it mean for a president to really matter in the 21st 
century? 

SONYA:  

For a president to matter in this century would mean that he is a leader. He should put the needs of his 
country before any other without a doubt and he should aim to fix the problems in the nation. 
Bettering the nation should be the main goal.  

 PA MODOU: 

A nation cannot survive without a president in my opinion. However, he HAS to matter to his people 
to be allowed to make changes. For a president to matter in the 21st century he would have to be 
honestly passionate about making a difference. With every action he carries out, he should keep 
the majority in mind. 

MAMFATOU: 

Well said. A president only matters if he/she changes the lives of the majority in his nation for the 
better, no matter where they come from. That’s all we have time for, but remember, if you don’t 
make sure your president is fit to lead your nation, who will? 

Thank You and Goodnight! 

	  


